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Study XVII. Loyalty 



One of the finest qualities which a 
man can possess is loyalty. It finds its 
most common expression in our relations 
with our families and friends, with the 
social group of which we are a part, our 
school, club, or Sunday school; it reaches 
out to include our larger relations to our 
city, state, and country. Tell the story 
of Damon and Pythias. Mention some 
other illustrations of conspicuous loyalty. 
We despise one who is disloyal, e.g., 
Judas, Benedict Arnold. Mention some 
other illustrations of disloyalty. 

What is the basis of loyalty? Your 
life was made possible at the cost of 
awful pain on the part of your mother. 
You represent a great expenditure of 
care and labor which your parents have 
given gladly which you will never be 
able to repay in kind. Reckon up the 
amount of money which your parents 
have invested in you up to this time. 
Discuss what it has cost in human life 
to give us the country in which we live. 
Contrast the political liberty which we 
enjoy with the condition of the people 
of Russia. At the time of the war in 
the Balkans, thousands of Greeks, Bul- 
garians, and representatives of the other 
Balkan states returned from this country 
to take up arms against the Turks. 
Why did they do this? How do you 
account for the loyalty of the many 



thousands of the people of the East 
Side in New York City to the political 
boss Tim Sullivan ? 

But there often seems to be some 
deeper basis for loyalty than that of 
service rendered or benefits received. 
There is such a thing as loyalty to a prin- 
ciple or an ideal. Why did Lafayette 
come to this country to fight by the side 
of Washington? At the time of the 
Boxer uprising in China, many native 
Christians gave up their lives. To what 
did they show their loyalty? The su- 
preme illustration is the life and death 
of Jesus. To what was he loyal ? Dis- 
cuss the lives of William Lloyd Garrison 
and Elijah P. Lovejoy as examples of 
loyalty to principle. What are some of 
the ideals which demand your loyalty? 

At times of crisis, loyalty is at its 
height. The recent outbreak of hos- 
tilities with Mexico was followed imme- 
diately by a large increase in the number 
of enlistments for the army and navy at 
the various recruiting agencies. It is 
easy then to respond to the demands of 
loyalty. In the less spectacular times 
of peace, there is no less need of loyalty. 
In what ways may we show our loyalty 
to our country without taking up arms ? 

There is often a conflict in the de- 
mands of loyalty. Show how this was 
true when in the Civil War members 



396 



THE PROBLEMS OF BOYHOOD 



397 



of the same family fought on opposite 
sides. Jesus said (Matt. 10:35, 36): 
"For I am come to set a man at variance 
against his father, and the daughter 
against her mother, and the daughter- 
in-law against her mother-in-law. And 
a man's foes shall be they of his own 
household." How has this been illus- 
trated in the history of Christian mis- 
sions? Give an illustration in which a 
man's loyalty to a friend would conflict 
with loyalty to his employer. Does 
loyalty to his school require a student to 
support the team in crooked practices ? 
Should a boy ever "snitch" on his 
schoolmate? Does the expression "My 
country right or wrong" represent the 
highest type of loyalty? 

Loyalty to a person, to a group, or to 
an ideal, when put to the test, must 
involve the spirit of self-sacrifice. Show 
how this has been the case with the ex- 
amples given above. Cite some other 
examples. Professions of loyalty are 
easily made; the fulfilment of these pro- 
fessions is not always easy. Contrast 
Peter's vigorous expression of loyalty to 
Jesus (Matt. 26:35), "Though I should 
die with thee, yet will I not deny thee," 
with his thrice-repeated denial a few 
hours later (Matt. 26:69-75). Our dis- 

Study XVIII. 

The Constitution of the United 
States declares that "all persons born 
or naturalized in the United States, and 
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are 
citizens of the United States and of the 
state wherein they reside." This pro- 
vision is not held to apply to Indian 
tribes and to the native inhabitants of 
the Philippine Islands and Porto Rico. 
On what grounds are these exceptions 



cussions in previous studies should have 
set up in our minds certain ideals de- 
manding loyalty. If you listen and 
laugh at the telling of a smutty story, 
even though you would not tell one 
yourself, are you loyal to the ideal 
of clean speech? How can you show 
your loyalty under such circumstances ? 
What are some of the ideals to which 
you should show your loyalty ? 

Our President is the representative 
of a political party. Under ordinary 
circumstances, men do not think of 
loyalty to the country as necessarily 
demanding loyalty to the President. 
In times of crisis, however, such as the 
present, when our nation becomes in- 
volved in war with a foreign power, 
loyalty to a party is swallowed up in 
loyalty to the country. "Mr. Wilson 
was not my candidate, but he is my 
President" expresses this larger view of 
loyalty. The King of England is not 
a member of any party, but stands as 
the head of the entire nation, a central 
figure uniting the loyalty of all English- 
men. What advantage is there in this ? 

Topics for further discussion: In what 
ways may a boy show his loyalty to his 
school ? Loyalty to the employer versus 
loyalty to the labor union. 

Citizenship 

based? A child born abroad, whose 
father is an American citizen, is an 
American citizen under certain condi- 
tions. What are these? Is the child 
of an official representative of a foreign 
country, born in this country, a citizen 
of the United States? Is a Chinese or 
Japanese child born in this country a 
citizen of the United States ? What are 
the requirements for the naturalization 
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of foreign-born citizens? According to 
the latest census, what proportion of the 
citizens were native born, foreign born, 
and children of foreign-born parents ? 

Citizenship carries with it certain 
privileges and obligations. The term 
"privileges" in the Constitution has 
been held to mean security to life and 
liberty, the right to acquire and hold 
property, to have access to the courts 
of justice, and freedom to seek and obtain 
happiness and safety so far as this may 
be done consistently with the public 
good. On what ground can the state 
prohibit the sale of liquor? Does citi- 
zenship confer the right to vote? By 
what steps can the privilege of the ballot 
be given to all women citizens of the 
United States ? Inseparably bound up 
with these privileges are the obligations 
of citizenship. The government which 
secures for its citizens security to life and 
property must itself be supported by 
taxes levied upon its citizens and in time 
of need may call upon them to bear arms 
in its defense. A good citizen willingly 
pays his just share in the cost of main- 
taining his city, state, and nation. 
There is doubtless much evasion prac- 
ticed by citizens in declaring their prop- 
erty to be taxed. If one man pays less 
than his fair share, others must pay more. 
For which is it easier to evade taxes, the 
rich or the poor? What is the justifi- 
cation of the income tax ? 

Germany requires military service of 
all able-bodied male citizens and main- 
tains a large and efficient standing army. 
This country maintains a small standing 
army of volunteers. Discuss the ad- 
vantages and disadvantages which the 
German system would have in this 
country. George Washington said: "To 



be prepared for war is one of the most 
effectual means of preserving peace." 
Would this theory justify the mainte- 
nance of a large standing army ? What 
do you think of the argument against 
woman suffrage that women cannot bear 
arms? 

But citizenship should carry with it 
other obligations than the mere pay- 
ment of taxes and the willingness, if 
need be, to bear arms in the country's 
defense. A good citizen will think less 
of the rights than he does of the social 
responsibilities which citizenship in- 
volves. Casting a ballot is no more a 
privilege than it is an obligation. Which 
is the more important, to vote at the 
primaries or at the final election? 
Why? What proportion of the legal 
voters in your city or town voted at the 
last election? Whose fault is it if the 
government of a city is corrupt ? Is the 
corrupt political boss a necessity in city 
politics? Discuss the recent overthrow 
of Tammany Hall and the election of 
Mayor Mitchell in New York City. 
What reason is there for maintaining 
national party lines in city elections? 
Is it a fact that the best qualified men 
do not seek political office in our cities ? 
If so, are they fulfilling their obligations 
as citizens ? 

The good citizen will be intelligent 
regarding the many forms of social serv- 
ice which his city and state undertake 
for the good of the community, such as 
the schools, libraries, hospitals, parks, 
playgrounds, and various institutions 
for the alleviation of suffering. It is 
more important to prevent ignorance, 
sickness, and crime than it is to care for 
those who suffer from the results of these 
evils. Mention the agencies in your 
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city or town which serve as preventives 
and those which deal chiefly with the 
evil results. 

Besides those agencies supported at 
public expense, there are many volun- 
tary organizations dealing with the prob- 
lems of social betterment. A good citi- 
zen will be interested in these and will 
support them to the extent of his ability. 
Mention such of these agencies as are 
found in your community. Careful 
study has shown that much individual 
charity is ineffective. Scientifically or- 
ganized charity is likely to accomplish 



much more good. Why is this? Are 
the needs of your community fully met 
by public and private organization? 
What changes would you suggest ? 

What opportunities has a boy of six- 
teen to secure training in good citizen- 
ship? How can well-conducted clubs 
and other organizations help to this end ? 
What chances has a boy in high school 
to practice good citizenship? Com- 
pare the opportunities which you have 
with those which your father had, and 
consider the increased obligation which 
will fall upon you. 



Study XIX. Clubs and Fraternities 



Sociability is one of the most marked 
characteristics of the period of adoles- 
cent boyhood. Boys do not usually en- 
joy themselves alone. They naturally 
form groups for such team games as 
football and baseball, for debating or 
other similar activities. Aside from the 
pleasure which these activities afford, 
they enjoy the distinction which comes 
from holding offices such as president of 
a club or the captain of a team. Boys 
are particularly fond of wearing some 
distinctive emblem of the organization 
to which they belong, such as a pin or 
ring. An element of secrecy seems to 
add charm to these organizations of 
boyhood. How do you account for 
this? 

Natural centers for these clubs are 
found in schools, churches, social cen- 
ters, and the Young Men's Christian 
Association. In these there is usually 
found helpful co-operation on the part 
of older people which assures such super- 
vision as to make these clubs generally 
beneficial to the boys. What clubs are 
there in your community and with 



what organizations are they connected ? 
Clubs or "gangs" are sometimes formed, 
particularly in cities, which are related 
to no such organizations and which are 
frequently harmful in their effects upon 
their members. Do you know of any 
such? 

There are many advantages to be 
gained from these organizations. They 
offer opportunity for forming close and 
helpful friendships, some of which last 
through life. They develop the quali- 
ties of leadership so essential to strong 
manhood. They provide helpful ac- 
tivities which afford valuable physical, 
intellectual, and social training. What 
other advantages can you think of? 
Discuss the advantages to be derived 
from some club of which you are a mem- 
ber. 

There are also many disadvantages 
which may go with boys' clubs. They 
sometimes become so exclusive as to 
develop snobbishness. Under what cir- 
cumstances is this likely to be the case ? 
Why is such a club undesirable in a 
school ? Sometimes the ideals of a club 
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are not high. The friendships formed 
in such a club are harmful. The ex- 
pense involved is frequently greater than 
some of the members can afford. What 
other disadvantages can you think of? 
Discuss the disadvantages of any club 
of which you know. The most success- 
ful clubs are almost sure to be under the 
supervision of some mature man. What 
sort of man makes the best leader of a 
boys' club ? 

Fraternities within the last few years 
have been organized in many high 
schools. Great opposition has devel- 
oped against these from school officials 
which has led in many cases to rules ex- 
cluding them from the school. Several 
states have even passed laws prohibit- 
ing them. Recently college fraternities 
have expressed their disapproval and 
have taken action excluding from their 
membership boys who have been mem- 
bers of high-school fraternities. It is 
difficult for boys in school to under- 
stand this opposition and there has been 
a more or less successful effort to main- 
tain the fraternities in spite of opposition 
against them. This has led to dishonest 
practices or open rebellion, harmful to 
the members themselves and to the 
proper social life of the schools. 

Let us consider the reasons which have 
led to this opposition to high-school 
fraternities. The fundamental reason 
is that the fraternity is essentially 
undemocratic. The membership is 
usually limited in number and is open 
only to those who have been selected by 
all the members according to standards 
not generally known and often quite 
artificial, such as manner of dress or the 
ownership of an automobile. "Once a 
member, always a member," is the rule. 



A young boy, thus, often does not choose 
his permanent friends but is chosen by 
others before he is old enough to make 
so grave a choice for himself. He may 
find himself intimately associated with 
boys from whose friendship he cannot 
escape, even if he would, without danger 
of social ostracism. The members of a 
fraternity feel bound to promote their 
own members, often to the detriment of 
the school as a whole. Real values are 
lost sight of and captains of teams and 
other officers who are unfit are elected, 
through the scheming of fraternities. 
The interests of the larger social group 
represented by the school are thus set 
aside to promote the interests of the 
smaller group. Loyalty to the frater- 
nity is placed above loyalty to the school. 
A study of actual conditions has shown 
that the scholarship of fraternity mem- 
bers is lower than that of other boys. 
The fraternity not only tends to set up 
false standards for social preferment, 
but also develops low moral standards 
among its members. This is particu- 
larly true in the matter of honesty, for 
boys who are members of fraternities 
are usually ready to lie to defend a 
"brother," apparently feeling that this 
is demanded of them as loyal members. 
Under some conditions, doubtless, high- 
school fraternities do not justly fall 
under these more serious charges. But 
of all, it may be said that they are 
essentially undemocratic and as such are 
out of harmony with the best interests of 
a school. 

Are there fraternities in your school ? 
If so, discuss their activities and influ- 
ence in the light of these criticisms. 
Discuss fraternities among men, like 
the Masons. How can clubs be organ- 
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ized in the high school to satisfy the 
legitimate and desirable social needs of 
boys ? Why are these better both for the 



individual boy and for the school as a 
whole ? Discuss the kinds of clubs best 
suited to the church or Sunday school. 



Study XX. The Idealism of Boyhood 



Youth is the time of idealism. The 
poet has said, "A boy's will is the wind's 
will, and the thoughts of youth are long, 
long thoughts." Every boy in his teens 
has his idea of the kind of man he wants 
to be and of the work he wants to do 
when he becomes a man. The ideals he 
sets for himself will vary at different 
times according to the change which 
nature is making inside him and to the 
surroundings in which he lives. At a 
certain time in their development, most 
boys want to live lives of wild adventure, 
at other times romance makes its appeal, 
and at still others, the serious pursuits 
of business or professional life. What 
different ideals have you had for your 
life? 

Boyhood is a time of hero-worship. 
In a boy's mind there is pretty sure to 
be enthroned someone who represents 
the ideal he would like to reach. This 
may be the captain of the team, or some 
other great athlete; perhaps it may be 
his father or teacher; sometimes it may 
be a character in history or fiction. But 
whoever his ideal may be, this is a very 
real factor in the life of the boy. It 
makes a great difference what sort of a 
person you have set up as your ideal of 
attainment, for this ideal affects your 
present life and conduct profoundly. 
At different times the sort of person 
who seems to a boy most desirable to 
imitate varies, just as his plans for future 
occupation differ. Discuss the different 
persons whom you have most wished to 
be like at different times in your life. 



Why is it that a boy's ideals are so 
changeable? While this is natural for 
a boy, it is very unfortunate for a man 
to have his ideals constantly changing. 
The changing ideals and purposes of 
boyhood should gradually settle down 
into the stable convictions of mature 
manhood. Such discussions as we have 
had regarding the problems of boyhood 
should have given us a more serious 
attitude toward life and should have 
helped to shape the ideal person whom 
we would like to be. In the light of 
these discussions, describe the charac- 
teristics of the kind of man you would 
like to be, physical, intellectual, moral. 

Perhaps the word gentleman sums up 
better than any other single word, the 
qualities that should be found in a boy's 
ideal. We should not wish to use this 
term in the restricted sense that it once 
had in England as meaning a man who 
engages in no occupation or profession 
regularly for gain, but in the broader, 
more democratic sense in which the 
word is used in this country. Thomas 
Arnold used to say to the boys in the 
famous Rugby School, using the word 
in its broader sense, that it was not 
necessary that Rugby should be a school 
of any given number of boys, but that 
it was necessary that it should be a 
school of Christian gentlemen. 

Let us consider what it means to be 
a gentleman. To be a gentleman, must 
one wear a certain kind of clothes, speak 
a certain kind of language, or belong to 
a certain social set? What is the ad- 
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vantage of the externals which go with 
what we call good breeding? What 
are the fundamental qualities which 
mark the real gentleman? There are 
some things which a gentleman will 
never do. What are these? Will a 
gentleman ever he ? There are certain 
things which a gentleman will always 
do. What are these ? What is the dif- 
ference between a snob and a gentle- 
man ? Discuss in connection with your 
idea of a gentleman the teachings of 
Jesus regarding retaliation in Matt. 
5:3^-42, e.g., "But I say unto you, that 
ye resist not evil; but whosoever shall 
smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to 
him the other also." 

In a school the boys who are placed 
in prominent positions are regarded as 
representing the social ideals of the 
school. Is this conclusion always justi- 
fied ? If not, why ? The captain of the 



football team is one of the strongest 
factors in the moral life of the school. 
Other captains and officers are impor- 
tant f actors according to the importance 
which is attached to the position held. 
The younger boys in the school uncon- 
sciously have their ideals modified by 
the examples of these older boys. Are 
the boys holding these positions in your 
school worthy ideals for the other boys 
to follow ? If not, whose fault is it ? 

The final test of a man's ideal is the 
man himself, for he tends to become like 
his ideal. The highest ideal which a 
man can follow is represented by Jesus, 
whose life embodies the fundamental 
qualities which are admirable. He said 
(John 12:32): "And I, if I be lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all men unto 
me." In what respects has the ideal 
of Jesus' life changed the lives of indi- 
viduals and of society? 



